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Integrating theory and case studies, this cogent text explores the processes and factors that shape

foreign policy. In her thoroughly revised and updated edition, Laura Neack considers both old and

new lessons, drawing on a rich array of real foreign policy choices and outcomes. In new cases,

Neack explores decision making in the Eurozone crisis, increasing nationalism in Germany and

Japan and what seems to be growing bellicosity among Canadians, ObamaÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s grand

strategy and the responses of rising powers Brazil and India, and the Egyptian youth revolution.

Following a levels-of-analysis organization, the author considers all elements that influence foreign

policy, including the role of leaders, bargaining, national image, political culture, public opinion, the

media, and nonstate actors.
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Laura Neack is professor of political science at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio.

This book is expertly written and very informative, but is clear and concise. Very up to date with

pertinent examples and case studies. The author presents the material in a way that is very easy for

anyone to understand, even those who are complete beginners to foreign policy analysis. The case

studies also add to the ideas and models that are presented in the book and make it even more

interesting and easy to understand. I recommend this book as a textbook and also for anyone



interested in reading it just for pleasure and the knowledge it contains.

Very well written, with plenty of case studies and clever analysis. It gives a very comprehensive

overview of the dynamics and key elements how foreign policy is defined. I regretted coming to its

end.
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